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the young maiden. In the present case it was chosen, and great were the preparations of my friend to do all possible honour to the future bride of her son.
Mugganee is the first contract, by which the parties are bound to fulfil their engagement at an appointed time.
The dress for a bride * differs in one material point from the general style of Hindoostaimie costume : a sort of gown is worn, made of silver tissue, or some equally expensive article, about the walking length of an English dress ; the skirt is open in front, and contains about twenty breadths of the material, a tight body and long sleeves. The whole dress is trimmed very richly with embroidered trimming and silver riband ; the deputtah (drapery) is made to correspond. This style of dress is the original Hindoo fashion, and was worn at the Court of Delhi for many centuries ; but of late years it has been used only on marriage festivals amongst the better sort of people in Hindoostaun, except Kings or Nuwaubs sending khillauts to females, when this dress, called a jhammah,2 is invariably one of the articles.
The costly dresses for the present Mugganee my friend prepared at a great expense, and with much good taste ; to which were added a ruby ring of great value, large gold earrings, offerings of money, the flower-garlands for the head, neck, wrists, and ankles, formed of the sweet-scented jessamine; choice confectionery set out in trays with the pawns and fruits ; the whole conveyed under an escort of soldiers and servants with a band of music, from the residence of Meer Mahumud to that of his bride elect, accompanied by many friends of the family. These offerings from the youth bind the contract with the young lady, who wears his ring from that day to the end of her life.
The poorer sort of people perform Mugganee by the youth simply sending a rupee in a silk band, to be tied on the girl's arm.
Being curious to know the whole business of a wedding ceremony amongst the Mussulmaun people, I was allowed to
1  Compare the full account of brides' dress in Mrs. F. Parks, Wanderings of a Pilgrim., i. 425.
2  Jama.